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What if seminary 
could serve the 
well-being of a city?

What if seminary 
was not just 
for a few, but 
for the many?

What if seminary was 
not a single class, but 
a lifetime of learning 
in community?
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In the past thirty years, more than 1,000 new 
churches have been started and renewed in New 
York City with ties to Christian faith in Africa, 
Asia and Latin America. These institutions of faith 
represent pastors, church leaders, young people, 
men and women who live their faith at work, 
home and the city. 

City Seminary of New York’s learning community 
reflects and serves the diversity of churches and 
leaders in every borough and neighborhood. 
Just as there are multiple ways to get around a 
dynamic city—by subway, scooter, bike, on foot, 
in a wheelchair, on a bus, or a car service—there 
need to be multiple ways to attend seminary that 
fit our students’ constantly changing schedules, 
needs and ministry challenges over a lifetime. 

We call this our City Learning Ecology, an 
integration of all our courses and programs in a 
dynamic relationship for the flourishing of our 
neighborhoods, congregations, and city. 

More than 500 students per year will enroll in 
and contribute to our ecology of learning in 
programming that forges community, fosters 
leadership, and expands our ways of engaging 
all of life. It is a vision to serve the future of 
Christian faith in our city. In the following pages, 
learn about our students, living the Gospel and 
staying in the city.
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City Seminary is diverse, 
unique, and global.

Juliya Joseph and Jerin James
MA 2023, Ministry Fellows 2019, 
Bible for Life 2018; Indian Pentecostal 
Church New York, Queens, NY

City Seminary is giving everyone the 
opportunity to feel the exact pulse 
of the city: through the curriculum, 
the discussions, the assignments, the 
Seminary is helping us to take that 
pulse. Joining Ministry Fellows opened 
our eyes to ministry outside our own 
community and increased our perception 
of seeing the church as global. The 
MA program and Seminary culture of 
listening to others has expanded our 
ministry practices and transformed our 
understanding and work with our youth.  
When you go into City Seminary, you 
will see a piece of the city inside the 
Seminary. Whether it’s the way the 
seminary is designed or the people in it, 
it’s exactly what is outside the doors.



City Seminary is joyful, 
radical, and humble.

Susan Carpenter
MA 2023, Ministry Fellows 2019, Bible for 
Life 2017; Deaconess, Redeemer Presbyterian 
Church Lincoln Square, Manhattan, NY

City Seminary’s approach to education is 
a very holistic one. While it’s in New York 
and is immediately practical for everything 
I’m doing, it’s also about the international 
nature of the church. The exposure to 
theologians from other cultures and 
the opportunity to experience their 
interpretations is priceless. It’s shaped 
my theology, it’s shaped how I think, it’s 
shaped my interactions with people. It 
really is formation. 
The seminary has made me much more 
thoughtful about what it means to love 
the poor. What does it really mean to 
bring them into community, into church, 
into friendship? Not just to go out and 
serve, but what does it mean to bring 
someone into relationship? What does 
it look like to live this out in my own life, 
—and within my local body of Christ, 
where I’m planted?



City Seminary is a place where 
we can learn to live and lead 
like Jesus in the neighborhood.

Deirdre McIntosh-Brown
MA 2023, Bible for Life 2020, Praxis 2020, 
Ministry Fellows 2019; Associate Minister, 
St. Luke Baptist Church, Harlem, NY

City Seminary is building us up as 
learners and adaptive leaders, so that 
as we learn, we go out to serve and 
lead. And City Seminary is actually 
active in the neighborhood: the 
community is invited to participate in 
the learning they are doing. It’s really 
impactful to have that available, and 
you don’t necessarily have to be a 
seminarian to participate. There’s a 
need in the community for us to be 
light. And I think City Seminary shines 
really, really bright as a light.
The things they were doing with 
the gallery, with the gardens—I can 
see community and seminary and 
theology, all of that, coming together. 
I just feel that this is what Jesus did.



City Seminary is leading the 
way in transforming practices 
in education and training.

Winnie Lee
Thriving in Ministry 2017–, Ministry Fellows 2013
Discipleship Director, Zion NYC, Brooklyn, NY

My first experience with City Seminary was 
the Ministry Fellows program. I was starting 
to consider pursuing ministry and this was 
a program for laypeople to participate in a 
seminary-type group. It was beautiful to have 
all these different expressions of faith come 
together in one place, where you didn’t need 
any type of title.
After serving in full time ministry for a few 
years, I reconnected with City Seminary’s 
Thriving in Ministry which became a place 
of sustainability for me. The Collaborative 
Inquiry group both helped me heal from the 
burnout I’d experienced in ministry and walked 
together to tackle the question, “Is there a 
tangible reality of thriving that can happen?” 
That hadn’t been my experience in the past. 
And even now, through the difficulties of 
COVID that come with ministry—or any job 
you do—having a group like this helps you 
know you aren’t alone in the process of 
figuring things out; you aren’t the only one 
experiencing difficulty.



City Seminary is eating, 
praying, and learning 
together for the good 
of the city.

Sasha Hallock
MA 2023, Praxis 2018, Ministry Fellows 2017 
Resurrection Clinton Hill, Brooklyn, NY
Transform Arts NYC, Cru

Our family had recently moved to the 
city, and the Ministry Fellows program 
felt very stabilizing, very supportive. 
There was a sense of grounding in 
ministry in New York through that 
program, and a deep love for the city. 
City Seminary helped me see ministry 
not as a problem to be solved, but 
as an opportunity to see how God 
is already at work—we were pushed 
to use all our senses to observe the 
context, understand the context, and 
allow those observations to inform 
where to go next.
The MA program feels like an extension 
of my life in ministry; it doesn’t feel 
like additional requirements that 
are unrelated to my life. I’m able to 
integrate what I’m thinking about and 
learning. There’s more interconnection 
between our lives and our work and 
our ministry than we probably realize.



City Seminary is 
welcoming, nurturing, 
and connecting for all 
ages and generations. 

Deborah George
WE LEAD NYC 2017–2019, Peer Mentor, 
City Seminary of New York; International 
Gospel Church of Connecticut/Bronx

Through WE LEAD NYC, I have been 
to churches that I would have never 
visited otherwise. It was a reminder 
to me that God is at work in all the 
neighborhoods and all the boroughs 
of New York City, and how I am part of 
that story of Christian faith in the city. 
There are lots of youth programs, 
but very few involve young people 
in leadership positions as WE LEAD 
does. The entire experience showed 
me the importance of living out my 
faith as a disciple of Christ in the city. 
I learned that the city shapes my faith 
and hopefully I can shape the city—at 
least my neighborhood—by being a 
“bridge” to people and communities.



City Seminary provides 
space and resources for 
church leaders to support 
one another in the city.

Bishop Irenia Perez
Thriving in Ministry 2020–, Bible for Life 2020
Pastor, Iglesia Tabernaculo Damasco, Queens, NY;  
Bishop, Council of Damascus Christian Churches

I have been leading an international network 
of approximately 110 churches across the 
United States, Caribbean, and Central 
America. During the COVID-19 pandemic, 
joining the Thriving in Ministry Collaborative 
Inquiry group at City Seminary has affirmed 
for me the importance of making spaces 
for leaders to be vulnerable and to find 
support with other peers through their 
journey in leadership. 
My experience in the group has prompted 
me to meet with the leaders in my own 
churches to ask together, ‘How are they 
feeling? What are their challenges?’ I’ve 
realized I need to bring that safe space 
to my local church and to the larger fellow-
ship of churches as well, to encourage 
my leaders.



City Seminary is a 
sanctuary of purpose 
and our source of 
inspiration.

Oluremi and Oluwatoyin Omolola
MA 2023, Ministry Fellows 2012/2016, 
Bible for Life 2014; Treasurer and 
Administrative Leadership, Christ Apostolic 
Church WOSEM, Brooklyn, NY

In City Seminary’s MA program, we 
are studying together with people 
from different backgrounds and levels 
of education. Reading the scriptures 
together and hearing everyone’s 
perspectives has opened up hidden 
treasures. We learned that our story is 
connected to our history, that where we 
are is because of where we’ve been. It’s 
been eye-opening from the beginning.
It’s a benefit to our family that every-
one has something to enjoy at City 
Seminary. We see that our daughters 
are more aware, empowered, and 
equipped as Christian leaders in their 
environments and communities. We 
observe them assuming the role of 
leadership when necessary. They both 
came back as peer mentors for WE 
LEAD NYC. And our youngest daughter 
can’t wait to join.



City Seminary is 
a place of soul 
care for pastors.

Rev. Austin Woo
Thriving in Ministry 2019–, Ministry Fellows 2017
Pastor, Oversea Chinese Mission, Chinatown, NY

The strength of City Seminary’s Thriving in 
Ministry program is its focus on soul care 
for pastors. My Collaborative Inquiry group 
provides a supportive space to encourage 
each other so we don’t get burnt out; 
it helps us find practices that sustain us as 
pastors, and which ultimately encourage 
our congregations. There is great benefit in 
listening to other pastors’ perspectives and 
ways of doing ministry in contexts different 
from my own.                              
When I enrolled in the Ministry Fellows 
program during a sabbatical, I found it 
wasn’t just an academic class. It was an 
opportunity to grow in community with 
people from other backgrounds, learning 
together about God’s heart for the city and 
how we minister in an urban environment.



City Seminary 
is ‘church 
in the city’: 
diverse 
fellowship, 
great food.

Father Tulio Ramirez
Thriving in Ministry 2019, Ministry Fellows 2016
Former Pastor, Church of Our Savior, Bronx, NY
Mission Awareness Program Director, 
Yarumal Mission Society, Colombia

City Seminary’s Thriving in Ministry group 
helped me to develop close friendships 
with pastors and leaders from different 
Christian denominations and churches, and 
also allowed them to know more about me 
and the Catholic church in the way I would 
live it. We prayed together, worshipped 
together, and visited each other’s houses 
and families. 
This experience was both an affirmation 
and a challenge. Learning from one 
another’s ministry experiences broadened 
how I saw my own ministry and challenged 
me to return to the New Testament style 
of churches. It also helped me to reflect 
on my past experience working with Small 
Christian Communities in Ethiopia and 
Kenya to bring a richer perspective to 
what I am trying to do here with my own 
church in The Bronx. 



At City Seminary of New York, we know 
that theological activity is happening all 
the time, everywhere; that the city and 
the classroom is where we grow in our 
faith and leadership. By intentionally 
intersecting with the diversity of church 
and ministry networks in the city, our 
City Learning Ecology is able to have an 
even larger breadth of impact on the 
future of faith in our city.

We invite you to join our City Learning 
Ecology, to walk with our students 
and community as we all grow in every 
season of faith and ministry. Here are 
some examples of ways you can join 
us in achieving our vision of learning 
through your annual support.

Mark Gornik, mark@cityseminaryny.org 
City Seminary of New York 
P.O. Box 5536, New York, NY 10027 

BREAKING BREAD TOGETHER  

Join our commitment to hospitality with $5 to $500
annual support for meals, public events, and community 

GROWING OUR COMMUNITY 

Fund a student’s entire yearly journey for $1,500

EXPANDING THE ECOLOGY

Support one of our innovative programs and educational resources:

Beginning at $25,000 

Endow a multiyear scholarship fund to increase access 
to theological education

$50,000 
Bible for Life

$75,000 
New Center for the study 
of the Global Church

$50,000 
Neighborhood Chaplaincy

$100,000 
New Teaching Lab to support
faculty development

$100,000 
WE LEAD NYC youth seminary

$100,000 
Library and resource center

$125,000 
Walls-Ortiz Gallery, a community 
arts and learning space

$150,000 
City Seminary of New York 
Graduate Center


